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THE STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER     JOHN PHILIP SOUSA 
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About the organists…. Jim Calm is a retired music teacher and church organist/choir 
director. He was born in Chicago, moved to Colorado in the 1960’s and graduated from Arvada 
HS. Jim earned his Bachelor of Music Education degree from CU Boulder and Master of Education 
degree from Lesley University. He played tuba with the Queen City Jazz Band, Ragtime piano at 
Shakey’s and was an organist at the Organ Grinder pizza restaurant. He now keeps busy playing 
piano at retirement homes and other gigs, Dixieland tuba with the Mile High Banjo Society and 
theatre organ at a variety of venues, including the Holiday Hills Ballroom and Paramount theatre in 
the Denver area, and the Thursday “Sacklunch Serenades” at the City Auditorium in Colorado 
Springs. Jim and his wife, Rita, live in Lakewood, and have two children and two grandchildren. 
 
Bob Castle is a retired member of the Denver District Attorney’s office. He was born in Denver 
and graduated from East HS. Bob has been House Organist for the Denver Paramount theatre 
since 1947, and has performed at many area theatres and other venues as a soloist and silent film 
accompanist, including the Paramount, the Holiday Hills Ballroom and the Colorado School of 
Mines in the Denver area, and the Mount St. Francis Auditorium and City Auditorium in Colorado 
Springs. Bob is featured, along with American Theatre Organ Society president Ken Double, on a 
recently released CD recorded at the Paramount titled “Paramount Double Bill.” 
 
Charles Shaeffer was born in Denver, raised in Kittredge, and graduated from Evergreen HS. 
He earned Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Music Education from the University of Northern 
Colorado and was a music teacher for three years before completing a piano tuner apprenticeship. 
He has been a piano tuner for 39 years and lives in Lakewood with his wife, Thelma. Charles has 
been Organist at the Denver Consistory for 15 years. 
 
About the organ…. The 1925 Kimball Symphonic Pipe Organ, No. 6781, has three 
manuals and 19 ranks of pipes, hidden in two chambers above the auditorium’s domed ceiling. 
This organ is unique in that it is neither a theatre or a church organ, and is one of a very few of its 
kind still in existence. An interesting feature of this instrument is the set of four “Bugle Buttons” 
visible above the solo manual. A two-year total restoration of the console and its 1496 pipes has 
recently been completed thanks to generous support from the Colorado Historical Society and 
skilled workmanship by the Ivan P. Morel and Associates, Inc. Pipe Organ Builders. 
 
About the organ club…. The RMCATOS (Rocky Mtn Chapter American Theatre Organ 
Society) is dedicated to the preservation and promotion of theatre pipe organs and theatre organ 
music. Membership is $15 per year, per household. The club has monthly “socials” and sponsors 
periodic public events. The socials are generally held at the Holiday Hills ballroom in Federal 
Heights where there is access to a 4-manual, 33 rank GW4Q digital theatre organ and a 7-foot 
grand piano. Public events are held mostly at the Denver Paramount theatre where the club 
maintains the theatre’s original twin-console 4-manual, 20 rank 1930 Mighty Wurlitzer. The next 
RMCATOS public event is “Pipes & Pops” at the Paramount on Sunday, April 10

th
 at 2 pm. 

Featured is Brett Valliant “The Wichita Wurlitzer Wizard” along with the Denver School of the Arts 
band ensembles. An afternoon of music for the whole family. Adult tickets are $12 at the door ($13 
at www.TicketHorse.com) and include free parking. Students 18 and under do not need tickets. For 
additional information visit: www.RMCATOS.org or call 303-466-3330. 


